
  

Subject Knowledge Organiser 
Topic: Ancient Greece 

Vocabulary 

Artefact A man-made object of historical 
interest. 

Primary 
Source 

Information and objects that come 
from the time being studied. 

Secondary 
Source 

Interpretations of information and 
objects which are produced after 
the time being studied. 

Ancient Something from a very long time 
ago. 

Civilisation In this context, the word 

human society with well-
developed rules and government, 
often where technology and the 
arts are considered important. 

City States Small areas that ancient Greece 
was divided into, each with their 
own governments, laws and army. 

Empire  A group of countries or states 
that is ruled by one ruler or 
country. 

Legacies Things that live on after someone 
dies or after a civilisation or 
event ends. 

Democracy Democracy is a system where the 
citizens of a country or state are 
involved in the way it is run. 

Architecture  The art or practise of designing 
and constructing buildings. 

Philosophy The study of the fundamental 
nature of knowledge, reality and 
existence. 

 

 

Significant People  
 

 
 

Alexander 
the Great 

Independent city states existed for most of the 
ancient Greek period. However, near the end of 
this period, King Philip II of Macedonia ruled 
over all of ancient Greece. Later, his son  
Alexander the Great  took over the empire 
along with other lands that he conquered 

 

 

Key Questions and Facts 

Why were 
the Ancient 
Greeks 
significant? 

About 2,500 years ago Greece was one of the most important places in 
the ancient world. The Greeks were great thinkers, warriors, writers, 
actors, athletes, artists, architects and politicians. The Greeks called 
themselves Hellenes and their land was Hellas. The 
given to the people of Greece later by the Romans. They lived in 
mainland Greece and the Greek islands, but also in colonies scattered 
around the Mediterranean Sea. There were Greeks in Italy, Sicily, Turkey, 
North Africa, and as far west as France. They sailed the sea to trade and 
find new lands. The Greeks took their ideas with them and they started a 
way of life that's similar to the one we have today. 

What was 
Ancient 
Greece 
famous 
for? 

Ancient Greece is important historically because many things in culture 
today, especially in modern Europe, have been influenced by the ideas of 
the ancient Greek civilisation. The sculptures, architecture, philosophy, 
arts, politics and the scientific and mathematical ideas of ancient Greece 
are just some of the things that have had a significant impact on culture 
today. These things can be referred  

 

 

Chronology 

 

 

Significant Buildings 

 Parthenon in Athens 

 

Modern Greece 

 

Ancient Greece 

 

  


