
 

 

LI - To know the central place of the Torah in the Synagogue and 

identify some content of the Torah. To describe and explore the real 

importance of the Torah for Jews.  

Torah 

The Torah is the first 5 books of the Bible. They are sometimes called 

The Five Books of Moses. Many Jews believe that God wrote the Torah 

and gave it to Moses to give to the people.  

When the Torah is read in a synagogue it is read from a Torah Scroll. 

Jewish people call the scroll a Sefer Torah (you say say-fer). Sefer is a 

Hebrew word meaning ‘book’.  

If a scroll is unrolled it is as long as a football pitch! It is never touched 

by hand. A pointer called a yad is used.  

Torah scrolls are very precious because they contain the word of God 

and also because they are very expensive. It can take a scribe several 

years to complete one. A Torah scroll must be written on parchment 

(which is a kind of leather) and must be written by hand, with a pen 

that is not made of any metal that could be used to make weapons.   

Jewish communities are very careful with their Torah scrolls and treat 

them with great respect. They are kept in a special cupboard called the 

Ark. Each scroll is “dressed” in beautiful covers and has silver 

ornaments and bells. 

Before any of the Torah is read from a scroll, the scroll is taken in a 

procession around the synagogue so that every one can see it. After its 

covers have been taken off and it has been unrolled to the right place, 

it is held up high so that people can see the writing in it. 

Once a scroll is too worn out to be used, it must be buried. Just like a 

person. 

 



David tells us about the Torah 

 Each week at the service, a 

separate section of the Torah is 

read. 

 It takes an entire year for the 

Torah to be read aloud. 

 When the Torah has been read 

through, Jewish people celebrate 

the festival of ‘Simchat Torah’ 

before a new cycle begins. 

 During the festival, all Torah 

scrolls are lifted out from the 

Holy Ark and are carried at least 

7 times around the Synagogue 

followed by singing, dancing and 

waving flags. 

 If the Torah is dropped, the 

congregation must fast for a day. 

 When a Torah becomes too old 

and worn to be used, it is buried 

in a Jewish cemetery just as a 

person would be. This is another 

way of showing respect towards  

the Torah. 

 Some people who worship the 

Torah will wear a tallit. This is a 

special kind of shawl people wear 

to pray. 

 When worshippers are  

reading the Torah they 

will touch the Torah with 

the fringes of their tallit 

as a sign of respect. 


