
LI - to write new words for a sea shanty.  To perform the sea shanty. 

Look at the words to this well-known sea shanty. There are different versions of this 

shanty; you may know slightly different words: 

What shall we do with the grumpy pirate?  

What shall we do with the grumpy pirate?  

What shall we do with the grumpy pirate?  

Early in the morning. 

Hooray and up she rises, Hooray and up she rises,  

Hooray and up she rises, Early in the morning.  

Do a little jig and make him smile,  

Do a little jig and make him smile,  

Do a little jig and make him smile,  

Early in the morning. 

In the box below, write some ideas for your own version of the shanty. You should be 

aiming for the same style, pattern and rhythm as the original: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now fill in the blanks with your shanty ideas: 

What shall we do with the 

________________________________________________  

What shall we do with the 

________________________________________________ 

What shall we do with the 

My ideas: 



________________________________________________ 

Early in the morning. 

Hooray and up she rises, Hooray and up she rises,  

Hooray and up she rises, Early in the morning. 

_____________________________________________________________

_________________________________,  

_____________________________________________________________

_________________________________, 

_____________________________________________________________

_________________________________, 

Early in the morning. 

Extension 

If you enjoyed working on that shanty, have a go at another, less well-known one: 

Sons of the sea 

Bobbing up and down like this 

Sailing the ocean 

Bobbing up and down like this 

They may build the ships my lads 

Bobbing up and down like this 

But they can’t beat the boys of the old brigade 

Bobbing up and down like this 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

________________________ of the sea 

Bobbing up and down like this 

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________ 

Bobbing up and down like this 

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________ 

Bobbing up and down like this 

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________ 

Bobbing up and down like this 

I’d love to see a recording of you performing your shanty – please share it with me! 

My ideas: 


