
Spring Short/Medium Term Plan Maths 

Spring Term Key Concepts Inputs Continuous Provision 
Week 1 
W/C 04/01/21 
Alive in Five 
(Comparing Numbers 
to 5 and Composition 
of 4 and 5) 
 
 
Teacher Focus 
Composition of 1-5 
(concrete) 
 
Explore the 
different ways of 
making 1-5 using 
multilink 
-P.7 of Light and 
Dark for activity and 
questioning 

 Partition 4 and 5 in 
various ways using the 
vocabulary add and 
takeaway 

 Explore partitioning a 
whole number into parts 

 Recognise that even when 
partitioned, the total 
remains the same. 

 Number bonds to 5 
 Composition of 4  
 Composition of numbers 

to 5 using multilink and 
numicon to explore with 
concrete resources  

Input 1 
-Watch Numberblocks- S1 Episodes 11 
(Stampolines) and NCETM ppt. 
-Have a feely bag of connected cubes in tower 
formations- can chn identify which number it 
represents without looking? How did they know? 
-Which n/block do the images show? Is there 
another way of showing 4? 
-Look at images. Who made each shape? Compare 
two? What is the same/different? Focus on 
language of more/fewer blocks. 
-Odd one out images 
-Subitising screens. 
Input 2 
-Flash subitising cards 1-5. Chn to identify how 
many without counting. 
-Year 1 screens (21 and 22) on NCETM ppt from 
yesterday 
-Look at the images. Chn to work in pairs/trios to 
make them. Which images were made by Four? 
Which were not? Could any of the images have been 
made by two N/blocks joined together? 
Input 3 
-Continue Yr 1 screens (23) on NCETM ppt from 
yesterday 
-Give each pair/trio three cubes in N/block 3 L 
formation and extra cubes. Chn to investigate the 
different ways of making Four by rearranging the 
addition of the 4th cube. 
-If time repeat starting with three cubes in a tower 
formation  

 All previous suggestions in 
WR planning; images to 
sort, more/equal/fewer 
etc. 

 Have laminated number 
shapes 1-5 for chn to find 
the different ways of 
making them. Eg. 1 image of 
1, 2 images of 2 (can be 
made with a 2 or 2 1’s), 2 
images of 3 (can be made 
with 3 1’s or a 2 and 1) etc. 
Is there more than one 
combination? Which one 
has the most 
combinations? 

 1-5 numeral cards with the 
small world toys- can you 
show me this many toys? 
Can you show me fewer 
than/more than this 
number? 

 Pebble towers. How many 
pebbles are in your tower? 
Is there more/fewer in 
your friends? Can you make 
them the same? 

 Unfix towers with two 
colours-How many 
different ways can you 
make a tower?  



Input 4 
- Watch Numberblocks- S1 Episode 13 (The 
Terrible Twos) and NCETM ppt 
-Discuss images on slide 10- Why do these images 
show 4? Chn get into pairs and find how many two 
lots of two they can find on their bodies- 2 pairs of 
arms, 2 pairs of legs etc. 
 

Week 2 
W/C 11/01/21 
Alive in Five 
(Comparing Numbers 
to 5 and Composition 
of 4 and 5) 
 
Teacher Focus 
Composition of 1-5 
(concrete/pictorially) 
 
Explore the 
composition of 5 
using five frames and 
double-sided 
counters 
-Chn count out five 
double-sided 
counters and drop 
them on the table to 
see how they land. 
How many are red? 
How many are yellow? 
Did your friend’s land 
the same way? What 
is different? Show 

 Partition 5 in various 
ways using the vocabulary 
add and takeaway 

 Explore partitioning a 
whole number into parts 

 Recognise that even when 
partitioned, the total 
remains the same. 

 Number bonds to 5 
 Reinforcing 

understanding of 
five/ten frame 

 Reinforcing that five is 
one full line of five/ten 
frame 

 

Input 1 
-Watch Numberblocks- S1 Episode 14 (Holes) and 
NCETM ppt 
- Focus on partitioning 5 into parts and recognizing 
that even when partitioned the total remains the 
same. 
Input 2 
-Flash subitising images of red dots. What can they 
see? How do they see it? 
-Show a five frame on the IWB (or could be done 
practically with counters and five/ten frames) and 
red and yellow counters and an image of N/block 5. 
Explain that we are going to use red counters to 
represent N/block 5. Count 5 counters into the five 
frame and show that it is full. 
-Remind the children of the episode from 
yesterday. What happened? Each time one block 
fell into a hole there was 1 less block on one side 
and one more on the other.  
-Show 2nd screen with image of N/Blocks 5, 4 and 1 
and a five frame with 5 red counters. Explain that 
we are going to represent one block falling off by 
changing one red counter to a yellow one. We still 
have five counters all together but 4 are red and 1 
is yellow. Show the images of n/blocks underneath. 
4 and 1 is equal to five. 4 add 1 equals five etc. 

 Have a five frame and 
counters plus a dice 
labelled 0-5. Chn roll the 
dice and fill their frame. 
How many have they got, 
how many more do they 
need, who has the most? 

 Have unifix cubes of 1, 2, 3 
and 4 hidden in the 
environement (or OA). Can 
children find them and 
make five? 

 Have double sided bean 
bags. Chn throw them and 
see how many land on each 
colour. How could they 
record this?  

 Throw five beanbags into a 
hoop. How many land inside 
and how many land outside? 
Is there ever zero in the 
hoop? How could they 
record their score? 

 All the five songs- five 
little speckled frogs, five 



what you have in a 
five frame. Draw it. 
Repeat. Did you they 
land in the same way? 
What other way 
could they land? 

-Repeat with 3 and 2, 2 and 3, 1 and 4 and then then 
5 yellow counters. What would we need to add to 
five to make 5? Remind them of zero.  
Input 3 
-Play Bunny Ears- Using two hands to be the ears 
can you show me five fingers? Can you show five the 
same way as me? Can you show me five in a 
different way? Close your eyes and show me five. 
Open your eyes. Did anyone show five the same way 
as you? Did anyone show five in a different way? 
-Show the children an empty feely bag and count 
five marbles into it. Take an unseen amount out and 
hold in your hand. How many marbles might I be 
holding and how many might be in the bag? If I am 
holding 3 marbles how many are still in the bag? 
Draw an image to model this using red counters in a 
five frame to represent the marbles in your hand 
and yellow counters to represent the marbles left in 
the bag. If I have 4 marbles in my hand how many 
would be in the bag? Draw an image on the IWB as 
before to model this. Could I have 0 marbles in my 
hand? Or could there be 0 marbles in the bag? With 
their partners chn then draw on a whiteboard how 
many they think are in your hand and how many in 
the bag. 
Input 4 
-Watch Numberblocks S1 episode 15 (Hide and 
Seek) and NCETM ppt 
EITHER follow NCETM ppt 
-Show first screen and ask the children in 
pairs/trios to make a set of Numberblocks for 1, 2, 
3 and 4 and then hide them in the classroom.  
-Show next screen. What did you notice? One and 
four together make five. Ask the children in 

little monkeys etc. Model 
drawing it as you sing. 



pairs/trios to find a one and a four that is hiding 
and bring them back to the carpet. Have we made 
five? How do we know? Look at different 
strategies- counting all the blocks, starting with 4 
and counting on etc. 
-Do next screen and repeat for joining two and 
three. 
OR watch NCETM ppt and do following activity 
-Have collections of 1, 2, 3 and 4 red and yellow 
cubes hidden in the setting. Give chn/pairs/trios a 
red or yellow 1, 2, 3 or 4 cube tower. What do they 
need to make 5? Can they find where it is hiding? 
(This would also be a good activity to have in CP) 

Week 3 
W/C 18/01/21 
Alive in Five 
(Comparing Numbers 
to 5 and Composition 
of 4 and 5) 
 
Teacher Focus 
Composition of 5 
(pictorially) 
 
Explore the 
composition of 5 
using the p,p,w model 
and solve missing 
number problems 
-Have small dot 
plates with red and 
yellow dots 
representing 
quantities to five. 

 Composition of 5 using 
the p,p,w model 
(pictorial)  

 Deepening the 
understanding of the 
composition of 5 looking 
at missing parts of the 
p,p,w model 

  

Input 1 
-Watch Numberblocks S1 Episode 12 (The Whole of 
Me) and NCETM ppt which focuses on recreating 
the parts in tower formation with chn representing 
the parts. 
Input 2 
-Look at the NCETM ppt from yesterday but focus 
on the Yr1 slide which show the p,p,w model for 
each combination. 
Input 3 
-Flash subitisng images of red and yellow dots of 
different quantities and formations. What do they 
see? How do they see it? 
-Show a p,p,w model on the screen and show 
Numberblock 5 in the whole position. Which 
Numberblocks went together to be the parts? 
Ensure focus on language of ‘If five is the whole 
then one is a part and four is a part, one and four 
make five etc’. Now show a p,p,w with five red and 
yellow counters in the whole position. What can 
they see? What might the parts be? Move the red 

 Recognise 5p and 
investigate its equivalence 
using 5p’s, 2p’s and 1p’s- 
could add dot stickers to 
the coins to help? 

 Show dot plate images 1-5. 
Can the chn put them 
order, see which one is 
missing, say which has 
more/fewer dots etc. 

 Large p,p,w models and 
images of munberblocks to 
glue on. Can chn show which 
ones go together to make 
the whole? 



Chn to use counters 
on laminated p,p,w 
models to show each 
part. Once secure 
chn could also 
investigate missing 
parts of the whole. 
 

and yellow counters to the parts position and model 
the language used to describe. Repeat with 
different amounts. Chn to have laminated p,p,w 
model in pairs to draw their representations or 
show with counters. 
Input 4 
Show a p,p,w model with Numberblock 5 in the 
whole position. Replace with the numeral 5. Count 3 
counters into one of the part positions. If 5 is my 
whole and ‘3’ is my part what is my other part? 
Repeat with different ‘parts’. Chn to have laminated 
p,p,w models and counters to help work out the 
missing parts. 
Optional Input 
Have two buckets and explain that you have hidden 
5 pebbles in them. ‘5 is my whole’. How many might 
be in each bucket? Show an p,p,w image on the 
screen. Say ‘5 is my whole’ and write a number 5 in 
the whole position. Each bucket represents my 
parts.  If I had five in this bucket how many would 
be in the other? How could I draw it? Model on the 
IWB. Chn to work in pairs to draw their ideas.  
Optional Input 
Explore making 5p using 1p’s, 2p’s and 5p. 

Week 4 
W/C 25/01/21 
Growing 6, 7, 8 
(Composition of 6 
and 7) 
 
Teacher Focus 
-Board game using 
dice. Players roll dice 
and then another 

   Numberblock ‘Six’  
 Numberblocks ‘Counting Sheep’ 
 Numberblocks ‘Seven’ 
 Numberblocks ‘Fluffies’ 
 Composition of 6 and 7 
 Subitising 
 Focus on correct counting forwards and 

backwards 
 Reinforcing more/fewer 

  



dice/spinner to see if 
they move forwards 
or backwards and 
maybe something to 
do with Lucky 
Number 7??? 
-Focus on subitising 
to six 
-Digging deeper- dice 
magic 
Week 5 
W/C 01/02/21 
Growing 6, 7, 8 
(Composition of 8) 
 
Teacher Focus 
Problem solving 
activity sharing 
objects to 8 looking 
at pairs and odd and 
even amounts 

   Numberblocks ‘Eight’ 
 Numberblocks ‘Double Trouble’ 
 Numberblocks ‘Odds and Evens’ 
 Composition of numbers to 8 on a ten frame 
 Looking at pair wise and 5 wise patterns up 

to 8 on ten frames 
 Exploring pairs, doubles and halves 
 Looking at odd and even numbers 
 Problem solving 

  

Week 6 
W/C 08/02/21 
Growing 6, 7, 8 
 

 Time  Fox in the Dark by Alison Green 
 Peace at Last by Jill Murphy 
 The Dark, Dark Tale by Ruth Brown 
 Day Monkey, Night Monkey by Julia 

Donaldson 
 The Bad-Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle 
 Mr Wolf’s Week by Colin Hawkins 
 Days of the week song 
 Ordering the day 

 Add a calendar to the 
home corner with people’s 
birthdays and special 
events. 

 Ordering recipes with pre-
printed pictures 

 Making recipes/drawing 
pictures to represent the 
steps 

 Sorting diurnal and 
nocturnal animals 

 Use a sand timer to see 
how many magnetic fish 



can be caught in the 
time/pegs added to a 
basket/star jumps done 
etc. 

 Timed obstacle course 
(p.16 Light and Dark) 

  
 


