
Hot and Bothered 

Hi! I hope you are having a nice time at home and are not too worried about missing school. 
I didn’t get the opportunity to talk to you about one of the stories from the bible and 
thought this would be a good opportunity to tell it to you. I’ll try and write it as a children’s 
story and perhaps mums and dads can read it to you.  

This story is taken from the Bible from the book of Daniel and it’s all about 3 men who had 
to be incredibly brave at a time where most people including myself would be very worried. 

I want you to think about a time that you have been worried and needed to be brave and I’ll 
explain why at the end! 

Here we go. 

Daniel 3 (https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%203&version=NIV) 

Once upon a time in a kingdom of Babylon, there ruled a king called Nebuchadnezzar. (What 
a mouthful. Good luck pronouncing that but brace yourself there’s worse to come!!) 

 

Here he is. Looks like butter wouldn’t melt doesn’t he!  

Well never judge a book by its cover because he was a bad man and so were his governors.  

The governors were people who helped the King make decisions and they decided to make 
a rule where at the sound of a horn the people of Babylon had to bow down to a golden 
statue of the King. (Which of course is perfectly reasonable, except for the fact people were 
told in the Bible that they should only bow before GOD!)  

Here’s the bad bit. King Nebuchadnezzar had a big Furnace. (Like an oven but much hotter) 
and said if no one bows down to him they will be thrown in there!!!!!! 



 

(A bit like this only a lot bigger and you put people in it rather than pizza’s. What a horrible 
King!) 

Anyway 3 men (Are you ready? called Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) who lived in the 
kingdom refused to bow down to the King’s orders, because they believed in only bowing 
down to GOD. The men were summoned to the King to explain their actions. 

The King was furious and demanded that they bowed down to the sound of the horn. The 
king asked for a horn to be played.  

(Not quite like this, but you get the idea) 

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused again so the king ordered that they were not 
only, tied up and thrown into the fire but he wanted the fire to be 7 times hotter than 
normal. He clearly meant serious business. 

So the King’s guards did as he was asked and threw the men into the fire. Job Done! 

Suddenly the king said to his Governors, “Did we throw 4 men into the fire?” “No, replied 
the Governors. We threw 3!” 

The king replied, “Then why do I see 4 men and one who looks like Jesus?” 



King Nebuchadnezzar nervously walked towards the fire and asked the men to step out. 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego walked out without a single burn mark. The lord had 
protected them from the flames in the fire. The King realised he had acted wrong and 
shouted to his kingdom. “From this day on, every person in Babylon should only bow to the 
true GOD” 

The End 

Now despite being quite a sinister story, in the Bible it tells a tale of 3 men who had to be 
brave at a time when they had every right to be seriously worried. So my question for you is. 

Have you ever been worried or scared and had to show courage and bravery? 

Maybe there has been a time when you have fallen over and had to be brave, or maybe 
you have seen something that scared you like a spider and had to show courage to walk 
past it or even pick it up!!??! 

If you have, were going to have a “Mr Cross Drawing challenge”. Draw a picture of the time 
you have shown courage and send a photograph of your picture to s.cross@ellel-st-
johns.lancs.sch.uk. And I will bring lots of new treats for the surprise bag and we will have a 
massive prize giveaway day when you get back. How exciting. 

Anyway hope you are all ok and don’t have nightmares after my Bible story. I will try and 
post a new challenge (Probably Harvest Themed) later in the week. Have fun and Stay safe! 

 

Mr Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


