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Did you know many of our technology have been created as a result 
of the space race?  
 
An example of space race technology is the advancement of the functionality of 
artificial limbs thanks to NASA research and development. 
 

The space Race  
In October 1957 the world watched in fear as the Soviet 
Union launched the satellite called Sputnik.  
It was this event that caused the space race to begin as the 
nations tried to beat the Soviets once they realized that the 
technology behind sputnik could be used to launch a nuclear 
missile. So you could say that this all began with fear.  
   
Some Important milestones 
 
In April 1961 Yuri Gagarin was the first man to orbit space. 
Again the Soviets were a head of the game.  



However in 1969 the Americans successfully landed on the 
moon with Neil Armstrong taking the first steps. 
The American President called Nixon decided that they had 
enough of the constant power strudel and decided to work 
together with the Russian’s and make a Space Station.  
1975 marked the end of the space race and the Americans 
and the Russians traded gifts. 
 
Positive Outcome  
 
Funding for education and technology increased 
dramatically causing an advancement of products such as 
water filters, memory foam, dried food and the use of LED’s 
in cancer treatment. 
 
Ten things that the space race has given us. 
 
. Artificial limbs     

 
 
. Water purifier 
 
. Adjustable smoke detectors 
 
. Satellite TV 



. Freeze-dried food   

 
 
. Space blankets  
 
. Memory foam 
 
. Adult Diapers      (maximum Absorbency Garment) 

 
 
. Cordless vacuum cleaners 
 
. The world’s fastest swimsuit 

 
The technology used in NASA’s 
wind tunnel testing facility was 
used by Speedo to reduce skin 
friction and drag though the 
water. 
 



The advancement of technology was far greater than you 
could ever imagine, thanks space race! 
 
 
 
  
 
 


