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Who were the Vikings?

• The Vikings were Norse* people who came from an area 
called Scandinavia. You might know it better as Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark. The word Viking means 'a pirate raid', 
which is a fitting name as they were fearsome warriors and 
often raided monasteries for treasure.

• *(Norse is the Norwegian language or the Scandinavian 
language group.)



Why/when did they raid 
Britain?
• Why?

• The Vikings may have attacked Britain in search for better 
farming land and to acquire wealth. During their raids, they 
would loot villages, churches and towns and then trade their 
stolen goods for money. 

• When?

• AD 793

• The Vikings first invaded Britain in AD 793 and last invaded in 
1066 when William the Conqueror became King of England 
after the Battle of Hastings. The first place the Vikings raided 
in Britain was the monastery at Lindisfarne, a small holy island 
located off the northeast coast of England.



What did they do?

• The Vikings were famous for sailing huge distances from their 
home in Scandinavia between AD 800 and 1066 to raid and 
plunder, but they also traded with people from other 
countries.



How did they get there?

• The ships of the Vikings were the key to their success. ... The 
longships of the later Viking Age were highly specialised
vessels, which were constructed in order to reach high speeds 
and transport troops. Their long, narrow shape made them 
quick in water, but also meant a very limited capacity for 
cargo.



Fun Facts!

• 1. The name 'Viking' means 'a pirate raid' in the Old Norse 
language.

• 2. Vikings didn't wear horned helmets.

• 3. Viking men spent most of their time farming.

• 4. Vikings buried their dead in boats.

• 5. Vikings were known for their excellent hygiene. 


