
The amazing survival story of Juliane Koepcke  
 
 
 
In Peru in 1971 a girl aged 17 called Juliane Koepcke was flying in a plane across Peru to 
meet her father. She was travelling her mother. Her mother was an ornithologist which is 
someone who studies birds and her father was a biologist. Her parents had passed valuable 
knowledge and experience about the jungle to Juliane as they lived in a remote part of Peru.  
Suddenly the plane was hit by a storm. The plane plummeted to the ground.  
 
When she woke up she did not realise that there was 11 long days ahead of her. She had to 
fight for her life against mosquitoes and other creepy crawlies, hunger and was very scared.   
She followed the stream as he parents had said that if there was a settlement then it would 
be most likely to be near water downstream.   
Up over the trees she saw a helicopter overhead. She tried to call out for help but they 
didn’t come.  Later she found out she was the only survivor out of the 91 people on board 
the aircraft.  
After 9 days, she found a shack along the stream. She had to treat her wounds as maggots 
where burrowing into her skin. She found petrol in the shack which she poured petrol over 
her wounds to kill the maggots. At night, she wrapped herself up in tarpaulin she had found 
to keep warm.  
The next day two men found her in the shack and gave her some water and took her to the 
nearest hospital. Doctors treated her for her injury’s and her diseased wounds. She was 
reunited with her father but sadly learned that she had lost her mother in the crash.  
Julian went on to study biology and frequently visited the rain forest.  
 
Perhaps without her parent’s knowledge and her determination to survive the story of 
Juliane Koepcke might have ended quite differently.  
 


