
Acorn Class  
Week Commencing: 22nd June 2020 

 

Weekly Written Tasks 
  
Ask your child what they understand by the word surprise. Have they ever been given a surprise? What was it and what 
was it for? Tell them that they are going to listen to a story about a little girl who surprises her friend. Watch and enjoy 
the story, Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqmYy0bAJiQ 
 
Listen and watch again. How many delicious fruits did Handa put into the basket? Who stole the first fruit? Who stole the 
spiky-leaved pineapple? Why was Handa surprised when she gave the basket to Akeyo? How did the tangerines get into 
the basket? Why was Akeyo so happy with her surprise? Ask your child to draw or paint a big colourful picture of all the 
fruits from the story. Label the fruits using their phonics knowledge. 
 

Revisit the story of Handa’s Surprise. See if you can take turns with your child to re-tell the story in sequence. You could use the fruit picture from the 
previous activity to help. Model the first sentence orally to your child, e.g. One day Handa put seven fruits in a basket … your child can then continue, e.g. 
First, the monkey stole the banana … Encourage the use of time words (first, next, then). Following this, encourage your child to try to write some 
independent simple sentences about Handa’s Surprise. Remind them to use their phonics to help with their spelling. 
 
Weekly Maths Tasks 
  
Estimation 
We are learning how to estimate how many objects we can see and then how to check by counting them. 
 
Practical Maths  
How to Set up the Challenge  
• Collect ten different socks. • Place them in a basket/box 
Estimating and Counting Socks  
• Can you explain what an estimate is? • Can you estimate how many socks are in the basket/box? • Tip the socks out on to the floor. • Now 
can you spot any groups of socks together? • Can you estimate again then check how many there are by counting them? 
How to Get Your Child Thinking?  
• Were the socks easier to estimate in the basket/box or on the floor, why? • Did looking for groups of socks help you to make an estimate? 
How did this help? • Can you explain how you checked how many socks there were? 
 
This activity can be repeated with different items and numbers. 
 



Written Maths Task 
Can you record your estimation and the actual answer? 
 
Weekly Reading Task (record this in your reading diary) 
 

1. Please read at least 3 x per week (Oxford Owl or physical reading books.)  
2. Practise reading and recognition of the tricky words.  
3. Practise phonics graphemes for phase 2 – 3.  See previous list of phonics websites and activities to help you. 

 

Weekly Phonics Tasks 
Always begin with a recap of previously taught sounds – physical flash cards or online activities e.g. Phonics Play. Pay particular attention to sounds not 
instantly recalled. Make it practical and make it fun! 
 
You could use some of these lessons for added support - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw/videos 
 
Play the Treasure or Trash game - Apply taught phonics to read each word. Is it a real word or a fake word? 
 
Other Suggested Weekly Learning – Tasks Related to all areas of the EY Curriculum  
These would be activities we would normally form part of our other weekly learning. They should take no longer than 10/15 minutes per activity to 
complete.  
 

Topic reminder for the Summer Term – ‘All Creatures Great and Small!’ 
Personal, Social, Emotional Development (PSED) 

 
Returning to school can be very exciting but you may 

also be nervous / worried. Share the book ‘Coming 
Back to School in a Bubble.’ Talk about what to 

expect when you return. There are also classroom 
photos on our class blog 

 
* Check out the ‘Stilling Time’ blog with Mrs 

O’Donnell! 

Understanding the World  
 
Where does your child think the story might be set? Spend 
some time researching Africa (in particular Kenya). Watch 

the short animation: Africa on CBeebies Go Jetters 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p081tmh5 

 What did they learn? Which animals live in Africa? List 
them.  

Maths 
 
Number  
See tasks above for maths  
 
Shape, Space and 
Measure 
Use time words – first, 
next, last etc. 

Literacy 
 
Reading  
See reading tasks above.  
 
Writing   
Letter formation – 
handwriting practise. 
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=2NQ6uS8blwY 

Communication and language 
Watch Andy’s Safari Adventures 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09sz14g/a
ndys-safari-adventures-series-1-7-andy-and-the-

lions 
Later in the day, ask your child to talk about all the 
interesting things they learned about African lions. 

Creative Arts and Design  
Look at the fruit skewer recipe on the BBC Goodfood 

website - https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/rainbow-
fruit-skewers  

Help your child design their own tasty fruit skewer. Draw a 
picture and write a list of ingredients. If possible, make the 
fruit skewers together for the whole household to share! 

Physical Development 
Walking Through the 

Jungle -  
https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=dKa2LHYcln4 
 

* PE Activities with Mr 
Garvey – check the blog! 

Spellings  
 

Try the spelling Shed 
activities!  

 
Do you recall the taught 

phonics? 



 

Please place any completed written or drawing tasks in your home learning folder.  
I would love to see any photographs and videos of your children completing tasks and these can be sent via email.  
* When following links online, parents should monitor that children are remaining on that page only and are keeping safe online.  


