
Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explain the key beliefs held by Muslims.

• I can recall the six key beliefs held by Muslims.

• I can create an artistic list of the key beliefs using calligraphy and know why 
this is used by Muslims.



In Islam there is a key principal belief, which is that there is only one God. 
Muslims call their God Allah (which is the Arabic word for God). Muslims believe 

Allah is the only ruler of the universe.

Key Beliefs

Muslims then have 6 main beliefs. These are: 
1. Belief in Allah as the one and only God.

2. Belief in angels.

3. Belief in the holy books.

4. Belief in the prophets (special 
messengers) and that Muhammad was 
the final prophet.

5. Belief in the Day of Judgement (the day 
when Allah decides if a person goes to 
Heaven or Hell).

6. Belief in predestination (the belief that 
Allah has already planned out what will 
happen).



As well as holding their main beliefs, there are five things that Muslims are 
expected to do. These five things are called the Five Pillars of Islam. Muslims 
believe that doing these five things helps put their faith into action. They are:

Shahadah (declaration of faith): ‘I bear witness that there is no god, but God; I bear witness that 
Muhammad is the prophet of God’. (Muslims say this to enter the Islamic faith).

Pillars of Islam

Salah (prayer): Muslims pray five times a day. Before prayer, they must wash themselves and then 
face Mecca whilst praying.

Zakat (giving a fixed proportion to charity): Muslims give a percentage of their income to those who 
have less money (they don’t just give to Muslims – they will give to anyone who is less fortunate than 
them, regardless of religion).

Sawm (fasting during the month of Ramadan): Muslims fast for one month during a time called 
Ramadan. This is a time for Muslims to reflect on their behaviour and try to purify their thoughts.

Hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca): Muslims are to travel to Mecca once in their lifetime, if they can afford 
to.



We will then come together to 
watch each group and see if we 
can work out which Pillar of Islam 
they are acting out.

You will be given some time in your group to think up a way to act out 
the information on your card.

You will now work in five groups. Each group will be given one of the 
Pillars of Islam.

Acting Time



Calligraphy
As Muslims do not use images of Muhammad or Allah, or any other 
special people, they often use calligraphy or geometric patterns to 

decorate. Your task today is to write out the six key beliefs in Islam and to 
use calligraphy writing to do this.


