
Famous Black 

influencers.



Geoge Washington Carver

1860s - 1943

. George Washington Cover was an agricultural scientist and an inventor.  

He was the most prominent black scientist of the early 20th century.

. George developed techniques to improve soil depleted by repeated 

cotton harvests.  He wanted poor farmers to plant other crops such as 

peanuts and sweet potatoes.

. George made a book called 105 things to do with peanuts.                                

. He was abducted when he was one along with his sister.

. He changed his name to George Carver when he was a boy because he          

was called that when he carved at school.

. George was Iowa State’s first black student.



Dr Mae Jeminson

1956 – present day

. Mae was the first African American woman to go to space.

. She is actually scared of heights.

. Mae was featured on Star Trek.

. She’s working on human travel to another solar system.

. She has two schools named after her.



. Mary went to help soldiers in the Crimean War.  She overcame 
adversity and discrimination to follow her dream to help others

. There is a statue in her honour mounted on the grounds of St 
Thomas’ Hospital, Westminster.

. She wrote a book called Wonderful Adventures of Mrs Seacole In  
many lands.

. A man made a speech thanking Mary but said it was a shame she 
wasn’t white!

Mary Seacole

1805 - 1881 



Alice Coachman

1923 - 2014

. Alice Coachman was an American athlete and the first black woman 

to win an Olympic gold medal.

. She won her medal at the 1948 Olympic Games for the high jump 

and was presented her medal by King George VI.

. Alice would suck on lemons before she would compete to stay 

hydrated.

. In 1979 Alice was inducted into the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame.

. Alice received recognition for opening the door for future African 

American track stars.
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