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What was it like for you during the war? 
Well, that is a BIG question. I was 15 when it 
started and nearly 21 when it finished. It was 
the same for us all and we had to manage, 
make the best of things and try to be helpful. I 
don’t know if all the 15 year olds felt the 
same but I really didn’t like being bombed 
because it was very frightening. My father 

had fought in the trenches in the first world 
war and he always spoke with authority. He 
asked me if I was frightened. When I told him 
that I was, he said that was okay because 
everyone was frightened but he was adamant 
that we must try our best not to show it 
because if we did, Hitler would have won. 
 
How did you feel on VE Day? 
It was an immense relief. We knew that the 
news of the end of the war was going to come 
and had been waiting for it for about 48 
hours. The radio had been on loudspeaker all 
the time at work. When we heard Churchill 
speak at 3 o’clock we couldn’t believe it. We 
suddenly realized that all the tragedies would 
finish and the apprehension could go. I think 
we all went mad! It was like our feelings were 
a bottle of fizzy lemonade - it’s not until the 
cork is removed that it all fizzes out. 
 
How did you hear the news? Where were you 
and who were you with? 
The radio broadcast from Churchill came over 
a loudspeaker at work. I was in my office with 
my secretary. We both threw our arms 
around each other. We had to get on with our 
work until 5.30. I can’t remember exactly but 
think that VE Day was a Thursday and we 
didn’t have to go back to work until Monday, 
so 3 days off was wonderful. I got up early the 
next day to go home. When I got to the 
station there was not an inch of room on the 
train and people were hanging out of the 
windows. I was disappointed that I would 
have to wait until the next day and then was 
spotted by a woman who I’d worked with.  
She was surrounded by soldiers and asked 
them to get me on the train. She told them I 
was only small and wouldn’t take up much 
room!  They dragged me into a small space 
and I was squeezed in all the way home to 
Manchester. The train was so full that there 
were five people travelling in the toilet! 
 
How did you celebrate? 
I saw my parents, aunts and uncles. My 
boyfriend had managed to get home from the 
navy and his ship had arrived at Liverpool so 

This is me and Joyce together at her 
house last October.  She is my 4th 
cousin and is really god fun and very 
kind. When she comes to stay we like 
to get up early, watch TV and eat 
midget gems together in our PJs. 
 
She was 20 when the war ended and 
lived in Manchester for much of the 
war. She agreed to let me ask her some 
questions about the war and VE Day. 
We did a telephone interview and here 
are her answers. I hope that you find 
the interview interesting. 



he was there too. We went to see his family 
in Burnley and we all climbed Pendle Hill, 
where we lit and danced round an enormous 
bonfire. There were lines of bonfires lit all 
over the country. We stayed up all night and 
didn’t get to bed until the next morning. It 
was fantastic to feel that we could live again 
and sleep easily at night. 
 
How long did it take for life to get back to 
normal? 
It never got back to how it had been before 
the war which was probably good. There 
were lots of reforms, which were needed, 
including to education and the National 
Health Service was established. It was many 
years before we could get food and clothes 
normally and formal food rations were not 
ended until early 1954. Although 
manufacturing in Britain restarted, we had to 
export most of what we made to boost the 
economy. I remember that any new china and 
crockery that we could get had to be plain 
white. When I see the white crockery that it 
popular now, it always reminds me of the 
crockery that we had after the war. After the 
war a new normal was created and after this 
virus there will be another new normal. 
 
Did you know anyone who had to go away to 
fight? 
Yes, yes, yes. Dozens. Every boy that I knew. 
 
What was popular dancing and music at the 
time? 
The popular music and dances changed 
during the war. At the beginning it was the 
waltz, foxtrot and quickstep but then we 
started more group dancing. I remember the 
Lambert Walk coming in with a bang and 
dances from America like the jive. When I was 
at university we had ‘hops,’ which were 
dances, at lunchtime between 1 and 2 o’clock 
to avoid the blitz. At night time groups were 
limited, I think to five or maybe 10 people. 
 
Did you eat party food on VE Day? 
No, there wasn’t any. I can’t remember eating 
anything special.  It might have been a sardine 

sandwich. I was hungry for a lot of the time 
during the war but one of the things we 
always seemed to be able to get were carrots.  
I ate a lot of carrots. I ate them instead of 
fruit. But, we didn’t complain and it was the 
same for everyone. I remember on VE Day 
that one of my friends said to me, “do you 
realize that we won’t have to carry on if we’re 
cold, tired and hungry?” but it wasn’t true, 
not for a long time. We were always tired 
because of disturbed nights, invariably cold 
because of no heating and shortages of coal 
and hungry with food rationing. These things 
continued for a while after the war. 
 
Do you think there are any similarities 
between lockdown and living during the war? 
Not a lot. The one thing that I think is 
common to both is that you have to do your 
best, look out for other people and do 
everything helpful that you can. I think that in 
a time of crisis, it often brings out the best in 
people. 
 
Do you have any advice for people about how 
to live nicely together? 
That is a serious question. I think it is 
important to tolerate and understand other 
people’s views and to make the best of 
situations. I think that we shouldn’t let our 
differences get in the way of being friends. 
 
Thank you, Joyce for taking the time to 
answer all of my questions. I think that living 
through the war must have been awful and 
think that although people must have been 
very scared, they were brave and resilient. I 
think that people would have felt very 
relieved on VE Day. 
 
Thank you for your questions. Because so 
many years have passed, it’s now like a bad 
dream and it’s quite nice to talk about it and 
realize how much better the world is, even at 
the moment. 


