
Monday 4th May 

English – L.I. To discuss the language of a poem. 

This is not a writing exercise as I would like you to look at the language and 

form of this poetry.  Try to do this with an adult if possible. You can do it at any 

time if it fits in better with your family. 

 Read the Tom Cat and discuss the language used.  What do they notice about 

the cat?  Where does it say in the poem(evidence) can you explain what it 

means? 

 

 
THE TOM CAT 

 

At midnight in the alley 

A Tom-cat comes to wail, 

And he chants the hate of a million years 

As he swings his snaky tail. 

 

Malevolent, bony, brindled 

Tiger and devil and bard, 

His eyes are coals from the middle of Hell 

And his heart is black and hard. 

 

He twists and crouches and capers 

And bares his curved sharp claws, 

And he sings to the stars of the jungle nights 

Ere cities were, or laws. 

 

Beast from world primeval, 

He and his leaping clan, 

When the blotched red moon leers over the roofs, 

Give voice to their scorn of man. 

 

 

He will lie on a rug to-morrow 

And lick his silky fur, 

And veil the brute in his yellow eyes 

And play he's tame, and purr. 

 

But at midnight in the alley 

He will crouch again and wail, 

And beat the time for his demon's song 

With the swing of his demon's tail.  

Don Marquis 
 

Now discuss –  

What the cat looks like –  

How the cat behaves -  
 



Read through The Kitten at play, and The Woodman’s dog, both very famous poets.  

Look at their form; the rhythm and discuss free verse.  Explore the language and look 

at the images.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-read Tom Cat.  Which poem did you like the best? 


