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Rhyme and Rhythm Patterns 
 
Rhyme 
 
Coleridge uses different rhyme patterns in the poem. Underline the words that rhyme in this section.  Can you see 
the pattern? If you can’t print it out, copy it out and underline the rhyming words. Then can you write the rhyme 
scheme alongside each line. I have started it off to remind you how to do a rhyme scheme. The symbols and what 
they mean will be made clear on the second page. 
 
   ^     /     ^        /      ^   /     ^      / 

The ice was here, the ice was there, (A) 

The ice was all around: (B) 

It cracked and growled, and roared and howled, (C) 

Like noises in a swound! (B) 

At length did cross an Albatross, (D) 

Through the fog it came;  

As if it had been a Christian soul,  

We hailed it in God's name.   

It ate the food it ne'er had eat,  

And round and round it flew.  

The ice did split with a thunder-fit;  

The helmsman steered us through!  

And a good south wind sprung up behind;  

The Albatross did follow,  

And every day, for food or play,  

Came to the mariner's hollo! 

 

MORE WORK ON THE NEXT PAGE! 
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Now can you write some verses that use this rhyme and rhythm pattern. The verse could tell the reader about the 

weather the ship encountered or how it coped in a storm. Use the lines below if you want. For a challenge can you 

write more than one verse! 

The  wind………………….., 

The sails  …………………….; 

And  rain   ……………………; 

The moon ………………………. . 

Rhythm 
 
The poem has a strong rhythm although it does vary in some verses. Try tapping or clapping the words to hear the 
main rhythm.  
 

On the page or in your book mark the strong beats with a / and the weak beats with a   ˇ . I have done the first few 

for you. Just do this for the first two verses, you can do more if you wish to.  

 

 


