
Welcome Back! 

I hope that you had a good summer and enjoyed the bit of sunshine that we 

had; how quickly Y5 comes around!  I am really looking forward to getting to 

know your child and seeing where the year will take us – to great things I am 

sure! Here’s some information that I hope you will find useful: 
Staffing: 

Mrs O’Donnell will be teaching on a Wednesday afternoon to cover my planning and 

preparation time (PPA).  She will be teaching: Computing and R.E. Our teaching assistant is 

Ms Nicks. 

Curriculum Information: 

Times Tables: We will continue to work on increasing the speed at which the children can 

recall their times tables. We will be revisiting all the times tables as a class and there will be 

a weekly times tables test. Those who are ready for an extra challenge may complete timed 

tests. 

Spellings: There is a Spelling Test on a Wednesday morning, new spellings are given out on 

Thursdays. Please encourage your child to make the most of Spelling Shed to help them learn 

their spellings – it is an excellent resource which we will be using regularly in school. 

Mathletics: This is another fantastic resource that the children can use to practise key 

concepts both at school and home. It is also a different way of setting homework instead of 

just sending home a worksheet every week. Please let me know if you have any issues with 

accessing either Spelling Shed or Mathletics at home. 

P.E. : We will be starting swimming in week 2 – please see the attached letter. Mr Garvey 

will be teaching outdoor games. Please ensure your child has their P.E. kit in school at all 

times. They are allowed to bring in extra kit for when the weather starts to get cold e.g. 

jogging bottoms, a sweatshirt/ hoodie and trainers. We will also endeavour to use the running 

track every day – weather permitting. 

Homework: Y5 homework consists of a piece of English and Maths each week –given out on 

Friday and due in on Thursday. 

There will also be Creative Homework for some topics, which the children usually really enjoy 

as it involves an element of personal choice on how they complete it. 

Reading: Guided Reading sessions take place daily – as part of this the children read and 

discuss a group text twice a week with an adult. This is an effective way of developing the 

children’s comprehension of the book they are reading, giving them a deeper understanding 

of the text and the author’s intentions. 



Individual reading will still take place according to the amount of support a child requires. 

Children will have the opportunity to read silently for sustained periods as required by the 

curriculum.  

We encourage them to read frequently and have a varied diet of reading material – reading 

classic children’s fiction is an excellent way for the more confident readers to broaden their 

vocabulary – I have a suggested reading list if you feel this is an appropriate challenge for 

your child. 

Medical: Please let myself and the school office know if there has been any change to your 

child’s medical needs.  

Water Bottles: Please provide one if possible to avoid time out of class to get a drink. 

Class Blog:  I hope you will find this a helpful way to keep informed about what your child has 

been up to in school. You will also find key information about Key Learning Objectives for 

Year 5 for all the subjects, as well as copies of newsletters, timetables and topic webs.  

We greatly appreciate any comments you send in. We have a brand new Sycamore Class Blog 

set up and ready to be filled with our adventures, please take a look over the coming weeks.  

One last thing:  I will be on the playground each morning to collect the class if there is 

anything urgent you need to tell me for that day. If you have any concerns about your 

child’s learning or any other issues that you feel are affecting your child that require a 

longer conversation, please contact the school office to arrange a time to talk them 

over with me. I will endeavour to do my best to help. 

Here’s to a happy and successful first term! 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs Padfield 

Weekly Reminders 

Monday  

Tuesday Times Tables Test 

 

Wednesday Spelling Test 

Thursday New Spellings sent home 

Homework due in 

Swimming 

Friday Homework sent home 

 


